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Freedom of Information: Empowering Journalism
Application to participate in Regional Training: 

Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Serbia
Zagreb, 28-30 March 2012
APPLICATION FORM
Completing the form:

· If you speak English, we would prefer that you complete the form in English, but completing it in your language will not disqualify you
· If possible please return the form in Word or Open Document format (not PDF).



BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Who are the trainers? 
· Gavin Sheridan, blogger (The Story, Dublin);

· Christian Mihr, journalist and media analyst (n-ost, Berlin)
· Mar Cabra, investigative journalist on EU subsidies (Spain/US);

· Miranda Patrucic, investigative journalist (OCCRP/CIN)

· Helen Darbishire, international access to information specialist (AIE, Madrid)
· Legal experts on FOI from each of Bosnia, Croatia, and Serbia

What is the Legal Leaks Training about?
Journalists and bloggers play a central role in initiating and stimulating public debates but face constant challenges in accessing information from public bodies. Particularly when that information relates to issues such as corruption and organised crime, violations of human rights, controversial international relations, environmental contamination, relationships with business and lobby groups, and the more sensitive aspects of EU integration. 

The Legal Leaks training will empower journalists in Bosnia, Serbia and Croatia to use their national freedom of information laws as a regular part of their work. The training provides guidance on how to file freedom of information requests and contributes to protecting media freedom by delivering techniques by which journalists can protect the security of their data and of confidential sources of information.  
All participants receive a national version of the Legal Leaks toolkit which is a detailed guide on how to file freedom of information requests in the 45 of the 56 OSCE participating states (in Europe, Central Asia and North America) which have such laws as well as how to file requests to the European Union. The Leaks Leaks training will have a strong component of data journalism skills, with training on how to process, analyse and present data obtained under access to information requests, including use of data visualisation techniques.

Follow-up legal advice through a Help Desk will deliver ongoing support for journalists and bloggers using freedom of information laws in their country or around Europe. 
The organisers and partners Access Info Europe, n-ost, Transparency International Croatia, Transparency International Bosnia and Herzegovina, Transparency Serbia, CIN, Balkan Investigative Reporting Network (BIRN) are working to empower journalists to recoup their role as public watchdogs through exercise of their right of access to information in both their own country and other countries. 

You will find all information also online: www.legalleaks.info 
What are the criteria for the selection of participants?

· Quality and completeness of application
· Interest in data journalism and international research an advantage

· If your works has a focus on issues of human rights and/or exposing wrongdoing and corruption, and/or social and financial issues, this is also an advantage

When is the deadline?

· Complete applications should be submitted no later than 29 February 2012, (1.00pm) via e-mail to: 
Gorana Mišić: gmisic@transparency.hr, Tel: +385-(0)1-4830-653

PERSONAL INFORMATION
Your data will only be used for the organisation of the training in Zagreb

Name:

__________________________________________
Address:

__________________________________________
Country:

__________________________________________
Telephone/Mobile:
__________________________________________
E-mail:

__________________________________________
( I am a freelance journalist 
( I am employed with: ___________________________
( I am affiliated to the network of one of the project partners:____________________________

I became aware of the training: ____________________
MOTIVATION & QUALIFICATIONS
I would like to participate in the Legal Leaks training, because … (max 500 characters):

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________


My occupational experience related to the content of the training is ... (max 500 characters):

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________




My experience with freedom of information requests is ... (max 500 characters):

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________


My experience working on international / transnational investigations is (max 500 characters):


_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________




How good is your English?

( I have no English skills
( I can get along with my English skills
( I can follow an English language workshop

( I could translate consecutively in a small workshop group 
ORGANISATIONAL INFORMATION
Do I have to pay a participation fee?

All training-related costs including travel and accommodation are covered by our donors. If you want to arrive earlier or stay longer you have to pay for extra accommodation, as well as for any additional expenditures (such as mini bar, telephone bills, etc.).

Where is the venue?

Accommodation and training will be in Hotel Dubrovnik, Zagreb:


Hotel Dubrovnik
Ljudevita Gaja 1 (GPS-Praška 5)

10000 Zagreb  
Tel: + 385 1 4863-555

http://www.hotel-dubrovnik.hr/
How would I get there?
( By car
( By bus
( By train
( By plane
( I don’t need transportation: I can walk/take a bus 
Do you have any special food requests?
( I don’t eat meat
( Other (e.g. allergies): ________________________________________________
Declaration 

In submitting this form I confirm that I am in principle available to participate in the training and that I will seek the necessary permission from my employers where relevant to attend. 
Your name (typed is ok):  

Place: 

Date: 
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Our Funders: 
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